lect He therefore proceeded to enlighten his constituents at Dundee,
and through them, the country at large, on the precise nature of the
fallacies by which these simple sailors were bemused, in a series of
four propositions, the effect of which was to show that numbers of
ships were no guide to naval strength, that there could be no possi-
bility of Germany stealing a march by secretly accelerating her con-
struction programme, and, most of all, that there could * be no pro-
found antagonism between Germany (which was notoriously seeth-
ing with it, and had recently precipitated another first-class Euro-
pean crisis) and England In the comparison between the earlier
Churchill and the later Baldwin, it must be admitted that Baldwin
never succeeded in putting the case for complacency with anything
approaching this authoritative lucidity

In the animated discussions that took place in the Cabinet,
McKenna soon discovered that he was practically without support
for his demand, and that the opposition to it, which was led, with
all his wonted energy, by Churchill, was too strong for him  After
what was understood to be the final discussion, the Cabinet, having
decided to whittle down the proposed six to four, broke up, leaving
McKenna alone doing up his papers, and reflecting on the terms of
his resignation   But his dejection had not passed unobserved by Sir
Edward Grey, who quickly returned, and on learning the cause of
it, enquired,

"Do you really mean that? Are you so certain that you are
right?"

Having received the necessary assurance, Giey simply said,
"If you go, I shall go too I shall see Asquith " *
In an instant, the tables were turned Grey occupied a peculiar
position in the Government He was regarded by all parties alike
as a man above party on matters of national policy, and his resig-
nation, accompanied by that of the First Lord and the whole Board
of Admiralty, would have created such a panic throughout the whole
length and breadth of the country, as no government could have
hoped to survive There was nothing for it but for Asquith to call
another meeting of the Cabinet, in order to get the previous decision
reversed

It was checkmate for the Churchill-Lloyd George combination,
or, as Asquith himself put it, "a complete debdcle for them and their
Ideas, and the two . . cannot help reflecting how they would have
looked this moment if they had resigneda with (as Winston predicted)
90 per cent of the Liberal Party behind them" f But it was char-
acteristic of the Premier that his subtle intelligence should have hit
upon a way of doing what had to be done, while saving the face of
everybody concerned He did not openly abandon the-decision far
the four Dreadnoughts, but he proposed to add to these not two, but
four others, in the course of the financial year, if, and when, events
should render their laying down necessary And that was the form
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